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proud of this mark of honour from his Government, and he
has had as well the greater honour of the British people, not
only of his own time, but of succeeding generations. Brave
and sturdy man, full of hardihood and dogged perseverance
through difficulties and dangers, his name will always be re-
membered as one of England's worthies. There is no need
in this book to relate his subsequent voyages through the icy
waters of the South Pacific Ocean, when he proved beyond
all doubt the non-existence of the mythical * Great South
Land.' He has given us the narrative of them in his own
words, and his books are well worth reading by lovers of
adventure and romance. He lost his life at last on the island
of Hawaii, in the Pacific Ocean, where he was clubbed to
death by treacherous natives.

CHAPTER XLII
THE A USTRALIAN PIONEERS

THE discovery of the great island continent by Captain Cook
naturally aroused the profound interest of our men of science
and, to a limited extent, of the public as a whole. But the
British Government were strangely backward in making any
attempt to found new colonies in this land of promise. At
that time they were too much occupied with the great rebellion
hi North America to turn their attention to Empire-building in
another part of the world, and when the American colonists
came out victorious from their struggle for independence, the
war with France in Europe still taxed the utmost strength and
energies of our Ministers. Certainly they went so far as to
consider a plan to deport the American loyalists to Australia,
and to supply them with prison labour, but this scheme came
to nothing, for while arrangements were being made the bulk
of the * United Empire Loyalists,' as they were called, passed
over to Canada, and there settled down*